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however, gladly supply further groupings if requested by the PTO for the purpose of
following these groupings. Mr. Groody has confirmed in a telephone conversation
between Mr. Groody and Mr. Scott that no more groupings need be sent.

In the interest of maintaining a clear record, applicants respectfully traverse the
Office Action’s interview summary statement that an offer was made to terminally
disclaim the present application with the ‘81 or ‘87 patents. Rather, applicants
respectfully submit that their offer was to disclaim a block of copending applications
against one another, provided their issue date was in close enough proximity so as not
to result in unnecessarily great losses in patent term duration.

CONCLUSION

In accordance with the foregoing it is respectfully submitted that all outstanding
objections and rejections have been overcome and/or rendered moot. Further, that all
pending claims patentably distinguish over the prior art, taken in any proper
combination. Thus, there being no further outstanding objections or rejections, the
application is submitted as being in a condition for allowance, which action is earnestly
solicited.

If the Examiner has any remaining informalities to be addressed, it is believed
that prosecution can be expedited by the Examiner contacting the undersigned attorney

for telephone interview to discuss resolution of such informalities.

Date: August 13, 1997
HOWREY & SIMON

1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20004

Tel: (202) 383-6614
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